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Summary – This report relates to a minerals application to be determined by 
Norfolk County Council.  This Council, as consultee, is requested to give its 
views on the proposal.  Subject to appropriate conditions, it is recommended 
that no objection be raised. 

 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 This report concerns an application to be determined by Norfolk Country 

Council as the Minerals/Waste Authority for the County.  Breckland Council 
has, however, been requested to provide its comments to the proposal. 

 
1.2 The application proposal is for the continued extraction of sand and gravel 

from the existing site at Longham, for a further 2½ years and an extension of 
the extraction area into 26 ha of land at Spreadoak, immediately to the south 
east.  Additionally the proposal includes the retention of and improvement to 
the existing plant site. 

 
2. KEY DECISION 
 
 This is not a key decision. 
 
3. COUNCIL PRIORITIES 
 
 The following priorities are relevant to this report:: 
 

• A safe and health environment. 

• A well planned place to live and work. 
 
4. THE APPLICATION SITE 
 
 
4.1 The application site, which in total comprises 110ha, is located approximately 

3km to the west of Gressenhall and 3km to the south east of Mileham. 
 
4.2 The application site forms 3 no. principal areas. 



 
4.3 Land at Longham 
 
 This part of the application site, granted planning permission in 1998, forms 

the current area of extraction.  The site has been worked in an anticlockwise 
direction, with extraction commencing in the north east corner, with 
operations advancing in a westerly direction.  The mineral is transferred from 
Longham across Reed Lane back to the adjacent plant site for processing. 

 
 The site is undergoing progressive restoration to agriculture in accordance 

with the agreed restoration programme.  Restoration materials are 
supplemented through the importation of inert waste. 

 
 It is estimated that there is approximately 2½ years reserves remaining with 

the Longham extraction area. 
 

4.4 Plant Site 
 
 This site lies to the east of the Longham site area and immediately south of 

the Roman Road. 
 

 The site is used for sand and gravel processing, including washing and 
grading, the stockpiling of minerals, silt treatment, concrete batching and 
includes a coating plan (asphalt). 

 
 In order to further reduce noise levels generated from the site the applicants 

have extended the bund along the northern boundary to Dairy Farm from the 
east. 

 
 It is also proposed that additional cladding be undertaken to elements of the 

processing plant.   Two further silt treatment lagoons are also to be 
constructed to the south of the enclosed area provided by the plant site.  
These are intended to replace 3 other existing lagoons to the east which are 
to be restored to woodland. 

 
4.5 Spreadoak 
 
 The land at Spreadoak is proposed to form an extension to the current 

operation at Longham.  The site, which is separated from the Plant site 
(north) by Spreadoak Plantation, is located immediately east of the Longham 
site and currently comprises an area of relatively undulating arable land 
adjacent to the C222 Gressenhall to Litcham Road. 

 
 The site comprises Glacial Sand and Gravel having an average thickness of 

4m with areas up to 6m in depth towards the southern end of the site. 
 

5. In order to provide a continuity of supply, phased working of the Spreadoak 
site would commence toward the end of the remaining 2½ year extraction 
period of the Longham site.  A phased programme of extraction and 
restoration is planned with the ultimate creation of wet woodland, low 
heathland and areas of dry acid grassland, lowland meadows, pastures and 
reedbeds thereby making a significant contribution to bio diversity in the area. 

 
 It is proposed that the restoration programme will have been completed within 

10 years from the commencement of works on site. 



 
 It is anticipated that the mineral reserves of Longham and Spreadoak will 

continue to be worked at the existing rate of 200,000 tonnes per annum with 
ultimate restoration complete in 2019. 

 
 In order to reduce early morning noise from the mineral processing plant it is 

proposed to commence work at 08.00 hours rather than 07.00 hours as 
currently permitted. 

 
6. Policy 
 
 It is considered that the proposal is in line with policies MIN.3 and MIN.6 of 

the Norfolk Minerals Local Plan.  These policies seek to prevent no more than 
2 live workings being undertaken in any one phase whilst being linked to 
progressive restoration. 

 
7. Consultees 
 
 Whilst some concern was raised by the Council’s Tree and Countryside 

Officer in respect of the originally proposed landscaping scheme provided by 
the applicants, these have now been satisfied by receipt of amended 
proposals. 

 
 The Council’s Environmental Health Officer furthermore raises no objection 

subject to the imposition of conditions. 
 

8. Recommendation 
 
 It is recommended that this Council raises no objection subject to suitable 

conditions including: 
(i) The mineral extraction to which this permission relates shall cease 

and all mineral processing and ancillary plant including concrete 
batching and aggregate bagging plant shall be removed on or 
before 31 December 2019 with the approved restoration 
programme being completed before 30 June 2020. 

(ii) All activities proposed or existing should be able to comply with the 
noise levels set out in Planning Ref. No C/3/2002/3003 including 
when the processing plant and extraction from the existing site at 
Longham are in operation. 

 Ie  
Monday – Friday 06.00 – 08.00 hours 42 dBLAeq (1 hour) free 
field 
Monday – Friday 08.00 – 18.00 hours 45 dB LAeq (1 hour) free 
field 

 Saturday 06.00 – 08.00 42 dBLA eq (1 hour) free field 
 Saturday 08.00 – 13.00 45 dBLA eq (1 hour) free field 
 These levels as measured at the nearest residential properties to 

both the existing operations and the new Spreadoak operation. 
 
(iii) All reversing bleepers fitted to vehicles, under the control of the 

applicant, should be of the directional sound or broad band type. 
 
(iv) Hours of operation should be as in supporting statement. 

 



(v) Measures shall be taken to minimise dust nuisance and sand blow 
caused by the operations, including spraying of road surfaces, 
plant area and stockpiles as necessary. 

 
(vi) No external lighting shall be installed on the site unless it is 

maintained such that it will not cause glare beyond the site 
boundaries. 

 
(vii) Notwithstanding the provisions of the Town and Country Planning 

(General Permitted Development) Order 1995 (or any Order 
revoking or re-enacting that order), no further buildings, plant or 
machinery, nor structures of the nature of plant or machinery other 
than that permitted under this planning permission, shall be 
erected on the site, except with permission granted on an 
application under Part III of the Town and Country Planning Act 
1990. 

 


